
  

 

 

Drawing the lips       http://www.portrait-artist.org/face/lips.html     

Lips are soft skin and have dips and protrusions.  The upper lip dips in and is darker than the bottom lip.  The 

lower lip comes out so it is lighter.  The corners of the mouth have more shadow, therefore are darker.  

 

 

All of the upper lip is darker than the lower lip but the 
shadowed area of the upper lip is darker yet. This is where the upper 
lip dips in so it must be darker in value. 

 

There are five 
basic sections 
to the lips.  

These are not muscles but fat pads.  These are different for each 
person. You can use these sections to sketch in the mouth.  If a soft 
pencil is used, one can use a stump to blend these sections.  

 

The bottom lip is lighter than the top lip, but here are the areas that 
need some shadow as they go around the teeth.  

 

 

 

The mouth is not alone on the face.  It has surrounding skin.  These 
areas need some shading.  

 

 

 

Art 1 -4 

I can draw and shade lips 

 

http://www.portrait-artist.org/face/lips.html
http://www.portrait-artist.org/pics-ballpointpen-sketch/detail-mouth.jpg
http://www.portrait-artist.org/pics-ballpointpen-sketch/detail-mouth.jpg


The ridge around the mouth is made up of cells that do not grow hair.  It is lighter 
than the surrounding skin.  Make this lighter.   

 

 

 

 This is how I start 
out lips.  I have 
five sections but I 
put in the fattest 
parts of the fat 
pads.  

 

 

An outline of the lips is put around the fat pads.    The pads are lightly erased.  

 

The line between the lips is darkened.  The top lip is 

shadowed where the lip dips back.  Notice that there is not a 

dark line that outlines the bottom lip.  This is made with value 

changes.  

The bottom lip has the shadows that make the fat 

pads pop forward.  

The skin around the mouth is shaded.  The ridge 

around the mouth is lightened with an eraser.  The 

corners of the mouth have a small shadow.  The 

sides and bottom of the lower lip do not have a 

black outline.  

 

  


