
Acrylic painting information.  

1. Acrylic is a polymer based paint that is quick drying and can be cleaned up with soap and water.  

2. It can be used on a variety of surfaces. (Wood, canvas, leather, paper for example.) 

3. It can be applied with brushes, rollers, knives, airbrush and fingers. It can be splattered, poured, or 

dribbled.  The consistency of the paint can be changed with gels, pastes and mediums.  

4.  It can be applied thick or thinned with water or medium and used like a watercolor paint.  

5. When dry, acrylic paints are lightfast, permanent, strong and flexible.  Acrylic paint also acts like a 

glue.  Acrylic paint dries with a darker value.  

6. All watercolor techniques can be used with acrylic paints if done quickly while the acrylic paint is still 

wet.  

7.  Acrylic paint layers well as it dries fast and will not lift when another layer is applied. ( Acrylic paint 

will not reactivate or rehydrate.) 

8.  Oil paints can be used over acrylics but acrylics should not be used over oils.  

9.  Acrylic paints can be used over watercolor paints but watercolor paints should not be used over 

acrylic paints.  

10.  Synthetic brushes are best for acrylic paintings as they stand up well.  Natural fiber brushes are too 

fragile for acrylic painting.  

11. Plastic pallets should be well cleaned after every use as the acrylic paint can adhere to the plastic.  

12. Brushes should be cleaned with water during the painting session as the paint will dry quickly into 

the bristles of the brush and ruin the brush.  Brushes need to be cleaned with soap and water after the 

painting session is done. This is also true for sponges.  

13. When working on a primed or gesso surface, do not add too much water as the paint will become 

unstable and peel off the surface.  Working with acrylics that are thinned to a watercolor consistency 

should be painted on a paper surface.  

14. What is gesso? Gesso is similar to white acrylic paint only thinner.  It is used to seal a surface so that 

acrylic or oil paint can be applied.  Paper can be primed or gesso-ed to seal the surface.   

15.  Tip: stick to one manufacturer as not all acrylic paints mix well together.  

16. Tip: Acrylic paint should not be put down the sink as it will clog the pipes.  

17.  Tip: Acrylic paint does not come out of clothing after it is dry.  
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